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I have known Dr. Hiro Tsuruta since 1987 when he was a graduate student of Hiroshima Univ., 
conducting SAXS experiments at beam line 15A, for which I was responsible at the Photon 
Factory.  I remember him as a highly motivated, fast-learning graduate student.  He was the key 
person to develop a stopped-flow apparatus for x-ray solution scattering, which was required to 
complete his thesis work.  I was also impressed by his extremely hardworking attitude as well as 
his ability to push through a challenging biophysics research project.  It is worth mentioning that 
he was very helpful in supporting other experimenters who used his stopped-flow apparatus.  
The last time when I met Hiro was January of 2011 at an annual meeting of the Japanese 
Society for Synchrotron Radiation Research.  What impressed me very much then was his 
strong will and cheerful attitude in talking about his research to be pursued further and his warm 
and enthusiastic heart to help our science community develop by doing whatever he could.   

In my talk, I will briefly introduce his Ph.D. work on kinetics of the structural changes during the 
allosteric transition of aspartate transcarbamylase.  Several photos of Hiro will be shown on the 
occasion of his visit to Paris to attend SAS1993 there and of my recent visit to SSRL so that 
Hiro’s memory surely continues to be visible in our hearts. 


